


Pretoria was established in 1855 as a 
church town in the area we know today as 
Church Square. From this centre point 
main roads went out to the respective 
trade routes to Lydenburg, the East Coast, 
Rustenburg and the Water Mountains.



The town expanded within the 
boundaries of the Apies river. H. Relly 
(1887-1890) did the initial town layout 
plans and it was later improved by 
Johan Rissik to accommodate further 
development of surrounding 

neighborhoods. 

As the city grew it pushed beyond the 
boundaries of the Apies river towards 
the fertile slopes of the mote along the 
trade route to Lydenburg and the east 
coast, here grand plots with massive 
gardens with breath taking views and 
wide streets were lain out to welcome 
travelers from the east.



Arcadia was built on Elandspoort a farm run by two 
brothers; Lukas and Gerhardus Stephanus Bronkhorst 
which started round about 1841. In 1857 Elandspoort 
was bought by the town council for the development 
of ‘Arcadia’.

During the Anglo Boor war and the second World 
War the residential area of Arcadia was the 
neighborhood of the upper-class and privileged 
middle class citizens.



Arcadia is one of the areas with the most cultural 
history in Pretoria, during the period of 1903-

1933 this area housed some of the most 
important personalities in our country. Providing 

the highest concentration of development of villa 
houses during the peak development era of the 

city

The Don Hotel is located on the corner of 
Pretorius and Leyds Street 599 Plot number 

1/1208 in the Western part of Arcadia 
surrounded by national and international 

landmarks such as the Union buildings, 
University of Pretoria, Libertas and various 

Embassies. 



District Plan

Time of 
construction:
-1960’s (Exact date  

not known)

Architect:
-Could not trace 
design
architect or any 

original
plans.

Site History:
-It is assumed that 
the
building was  

originally 
built as intended  
apartment block for  
information 

received by 
a  current hotel 
worker 
told us that the 

“Don 
Hotel”  only 

opened in  
2003. Alterations 

was 



South of site: Hotel 224 West of site: Rosendale 
Retirement Centre

East of site: Tower Hill 
Apartments

North of the site is a BP Garage, the block and immediate surrounding blocks is filled with Residential 
buildings and hotel apartments which houses members of Parliament travelling to Pretoria for 
meetings at the Union Buildings as well as Government officials from various countries visiting their 
respective Embassies scattered throughout the area.
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